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Sapperton Wilder Reptile Report  
  

 

Background –  Why is this important? 

 

Rept i les and amphib ians are an  important par t  of  the  ecosystem,  f i l l ing the  ro le  of both 

predator  and prey w ith in  the  food web. B i rds ,  foxes ,  badgers and other  rept i les predate  upon 

rept i les ,  wh i le rept i les eat frogs ,  b irds ’  eggs ,  smal l  mammals and insects .  S low worms and 

toads eat common agr icu l tural  pests l ike  s lugs and snai l s .  Accord ing to sc ient i f ic  stud ies , 

rept i les are  in  dec l ine ,  as they are  sensi t ive  to land  use  changes and hab i t at  fr agmenta t ion .  

Th is  report  w i l l  focus main ly on  rept i les ,  a l though the  occas ional  amphib ian  can be found on 

s i te .  To monitor  any changes to the rept i le  popu lat ions on s i te  as the pro ject progresses ,  a 

base l ine  assessment of  the  rept i les was necessary .  This year ’s  resu l ts  gave  us a snapshot of  

what i s  present a t  what locat ions and  he lped us to estab l i sh  a long -term monitor ing strategy .  

 

 
Methods –  What did we do? 

 

Our  methods were  based on the  Frogl i fe  Surveying for  Rept i les 

methodology.  We acqu ired 30 refugia  as par t  o f  the  Farming in  

Protected Landscapes (F iPL)  grant through the  Cotswold  

Nat ional  Landscape .  These  refugia are  a s tandar d  tool  for  

monitor ing rept i les , as  they absorb and trap heat ,  offer ing 

rept i les a means to gain  warmth ,  wh i le  a lso prov id ing protect ion  

from predat ion  and d isturbance .  The refugia are  even ly  spread 

across  the  s i te  and were  checked once a month  Apr i l  through  

October .  Any rept i les seen outs ide the  refugia and surveys were 

a lso recorded .  

* * I f  y o u  c o m e  a c r o s s  o n e  o f  t h e s e  r e f u g i a ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  d i s t u r b .  I f  y o u  a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g  i n  t h e  r e p t i l e  s u r v e y s ,  p l e a s e  g e t  i n  t o u c h .  W e  a r e  a l w a y s  

k e e n  t o  h a v e  p e o p l e  j o i n .  
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Res u l ts  –  W hat  d i d  w e f i nd?  
 

A l l  records were  submitted to the  Amphib ian  and Rept i le  Group of the  UK (ARG UK) and 

Amphib ian  and Rept i le  Conservat ion .  Th is  nat ional  scheme col lects data to make i t  avai lab le ,  

local ly  and nat ional ly ,  for  conservat ion  purposes.  

 

The four  rept i le  and one amphib ian  spec ies  one would  expect to f ind  in th is  par t  of  the  country 

and hab i tat  were  recorded at  Sapperton Wi lder  dur ing th is  f i r st  season .  In  total ,  124 records 

over  8  v is i ts  were  recorded across the  s i te .  Of that ,  near ly  70% were  s low worms.  Surveys in 

Ju ly  and August found the  most records ,  wh i le September  and October had the  least .  The 

major i ty  of  the  records were  found in the  Central  B lock (80%) ,  w i th  17% in the  Southern  Block 

and on ly  3% found in the  Northern  B lock .   
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Spec i es  D es cr i p t i ons  
 
Adder 
Males general ly  grey w ith  b lack mark ings  

Females general ly  l ight brown w ith  dark brown markings  

Z igzag pattern  a lways v is ib le  even on juven i les 

Adu l ts  60-80cm in  length  

Redd ish  i r i s  w i th ver t ical  pup i l  

Feed pr imar i ly  on  smal l  mamm als ,  amphib ians ,  and  smal l  

b i rds  

 

 

 

Gr ass Sn ake  

Adu l ts  up to 150cm in  length  

Grey-green in co lour  w ith  cream,  ye l low or  l ight green be l ly  

Dist inct ive  ye l low and b lack co l lar  beh ind the  head  

Dark mark ings a lon g the  s ide  and be l ly  

Ci rcu lar  pup i l  

Feed on amphib ians ,  smal l  mammals ,  and b i rds  

 

 

 

 

Comm on Lizard 

Adu l ts  up to 15cm in  length  

Scaly  sk in  and move away very qu ick ly  when d isturbed  

Feed on smal l  inver tebrates ,  such as f l ies ,  sp iders and snai l s  

 

 

 

 

S low Worm 

Legless l i zard  

Un l ike  snakes,  they can b l ink ,  have  a f lat  forked ton gue and 

can drop the i r  ta i l s  i f  attacked  

Adu l ts  up to 50cm in  length  

Sh iny ,  smooth sk in  

Feed on inver tebrates ,  inc lud ing s lugs ,  worms, snai l s  and 

sp iders  
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Comm on Toad  (Amphib ian ) 

General ly  brown or  o l ive -brown,  be l ly  usual ly  pale  

Sk in  i s  war ty  and re lat ive ly  dry  

Oval ,  hor izontal  pu p i l 

Tend to crawl  rather  than hop  

Feed on a var ie ty  of  inver tebrates and even smal l  ver tebrates  

Threatened by a loss of  breed ing ponds and d isrupt ion  of  

migrat ion  routes  

 
(Above in formation  from Frogl i fe  and the  Woodland Trust )  

 
 
D iscussion  –  What does i t  mean?  

 

2024 was the  f i r st  year  of  rept i le monitor ing .  The resu l ts  co l lected prov ide  us w ith a su i te of  

in formation .  F i r s t ,  the  presence of  these  four  spec ies  we expected to f ind  has been conf i rmed. 

Second ,  th is  data w i l l  a l low us to monitor  d is tr ibut ion  and popu lat ion  change over  t ime . Th i rd ,  

future  data w i l l  in form s i te management,  as we l l as  contr ibute to local  and nat ional  rept i le 

dataset s .  The fact tha t these  rept i les are  present i s  l i ke ly  a testament to a var ie ty  of  factor s ,  

inc lud ing su i tab le  hab i ta t  such as o ld  s tone wal l s ,  heal thy ,  connected hedgerows and 

sur round ing woodland .  

 

What are  the next steps?  

 

The pro ject w i l l  a im to maintain  a d iverse  vegetat ion  structure ,  areas of  sun l ight at  ground  

leve l ,  cont inu i ty  of  suff ic ient and appropr iate  hab i tat  over  t ime ,  connect iv i ty  of  areas 

occup ied and used by rept i les ,  features for  breed ing/egg - lay ing,  and h ibernat ion  areas .  

A l low ing the hedgerows to s lowly expand , gapp ing up hedgerows,  leav ing rough margins , 

maintain ing o ld  s tone wal l s ,  and leav ing  brush  and wood p i les w i l l  hopefu l ly  a l l  contr ibute  to 

an  increase  in  rept i le  abundance and movement across the  s i te .   
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ARG UK Record Pool  

https: //www.recordpool .org.uk/  

 

Frogl i fe  -  Survey ing for  Rept i les  

https: //www.frogl i fe .org/surveying -for -rept i les/  

 

Woodland Trust –  Rept i les and Amphib ians  

https: //www.woodlandtrust .org.uk/ trees -woods-and -wi ld l i fe/an imals/ rept i les -and-

amphib ians   
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